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SAMPLE FOOD CO-OP ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

This policy is a guide to reducing the environmental impact of the day-to-day running of our food co-op. The environmental policy covers the following areas:
Purchasing
· We aim to buy local produce whenever possible - which means that we will prioritise buying fruit and vegetables that are in season and available from local farms or via wholesalers.
· When buying imported products we will buy fair trade if it is available.
· We will always aim to buy recycled, second-hand or more environmentally friendly goods, including stationery, office equipment, packaging, and cleaning products.
· To avoid over packaging we will purchase goods in bulk
Waste

· We will strive to keep food waste to a minimum through good storage and accurate ordering.
· All produce that cannot be sold will be donated to volunteers or community projects. 
· All other fruit and vegetable waste will be composted. 

· All paper, cardboard, glass, plastic or metal will be recycled.

· Any old paper and envelopes and vegetable boxes will be re-used where possible.
· We will encourage customers to bring reusable shopping bags and avoid using any additional packaging on our produce.
Energy

· We will ensure all lights and electronic equipment, such as scales and computers are switched off when not in use and at the end of the day.

Transport

· We will explore more environmentally friendly ways of transporting food. 
· We will use any vehicles as efficiently as possible through planning of delivery routes.

· We will encourage customers to walk, cycle and use public transport by providing outlets and drop offs in convenient locations.
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