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Today many thousands more children across England will be fuelled for learning 
thanks to a free school meal. As organisations working in schools and with children, 
we know this is a huge boost for children and families.   

For too long, school food has been a source of stress for lower-income households, 
with parents unable to afford adequate food and children distracted by hunger during 
lessons. But from today, children in households receiving universal credit in England 
will be entitled to a much-needed free school meal as part of the school day.  

We commend the government on this substantive change that will be felt in 
classrooms and households across England, igniting children’s learning and giving 
parents welcome breathing space, saving them around £500 per year.   

Every child deserves a happy, healthy childhood that paves the way for their future. 
Hunger at school has no place in this. Today marks an important commitment to 
children. Government must continue to build on this by doing more to create a great 
school food system and taking steps to tackle child poverty.       

Signatories 

The statement has been signed by leaders from the following organisations: 

Alder Hey Children’s Charity - Fiona Ashcroft, CEO 
APSE (Association for Public Service Excellence) - Vickie Hacking, Principal Policy 
Lead 
Association of School and College Leaders (ASCL) - Pepe Di'Iasio, General Secretary 
ATD Fourth World - Diana Skelton, Head of Giving Poverty a Voice 
Baby Bank Alliance - Hannah Pentith, Executive Lead 
Baby Milk Action/IBFAN UK - Patti Rundall, Policy Director 
Barnardo’s - Lynn Perry, Chief Executive 
Benedict Blythe Foundation - Helen and Peter Blythe, Founders 
Bite Back - D’Arcy Williams, Chief Executive Officer 
Bremner & Co - Myles Bremner, CEO 
British Dietetic Association - Liz Stockley, CEO 
British Nutrition Foundation - Sara Stanner, Science Director 
Buttle - Kevin Munday, Chief Executive 
Caritas Salford - Patrick O’Dowd, Director 
Caritas Westminster - Richard Harries, Director 

 



 

The Caroline Walker Trust - Kathy Lewis, Chair 
Centre for Food Policy, City St George’s University - Tim Lang, Professor Emeritus of 
Food Policy 
Centre for Young Lives - Haroon Chowdry, CEO 
Changing Realities - Dr Maddy Power, Methodological Lead 
Chefs in Schools - Naomi Duncan, Chief Executive 
Cheshire West Voluntary Action/Cheshire West Food Partnership - Gary Cliffe, CEO 
Child Poverty Action Group - Sara Ogilvie, Director of Policy, Rights and Advocacy 
Children North East - Leigh Elliott, CEO 
The Children’s Society - Mark Russell OBE, CEO 
Church Action on Poverty - Liam Purcell, CEO 
Coops Wales - David Smith, Organiser 
Coram - Dame Carol Homden, CEO 
CRuNCH Charity - Kate Percy (Bolton-Jones), Founder and CEO 
Diabetes UK - Colette Marshall, CEO 
Education South West - Matthew Shanks, Trust Lead 
The Elliot Foundation Academy Trust - Georgina Webber, Green Curriculum and Food 
Education Lead 
End Child Poverty Coalition - Sophie Livingstone MBE, Chair 
Essex Community Food Network - Ana Maria Narvaez, Food Strategy Manager 
Family Fund - Helen Gravestock, Group Director of External Affairs 
Family Gateway - Julie Marriott, CEO 
The Farm Kitchen - Victoria Howe, Director 
Feeding Britain - Andrew Forsey OBE, National Director 
Financial Inclusion Support East Midlands - Emma Bates, Consultant 
Food & Drink Wholesale UK - James Bielby, Chief Executive 
The Food Education Network (FEN) - Caroline Harrison, Director 
The Food Foundation - Dame Anna Taylor, Executive Director 
Food is Care CIC - Dominic Watters, Council-estate single dad 
Fuse: Centre for Translational Research in Public Health - Sheena Ramsay, Director 
of Fuse and Professor of Public Health & Epidemiology, Newcastle University 
Gingerbread - Abigail Wood, CEO 
The Great Plate CIC - Maisie McBagley, Head 
Greater Lincolnshire Food Partnership - Caroline Kenyon, Chair 
Hackney Foodbank - Pat Fitzsimons, Chief Executive Officer 
Hackney School of Food - Zoe McIntyre, Managing Director 
The Harmony Project - Richard Dunne, Director 
Hartlepool Baby Bank - Emilie de Bruijn, Chair of Trustees 
Health Equalities Group (HEG) - Matthew Philpott, Executive Director 
The Healthy Lifestyles Programme at Nottingham Trent University - Suzanne 
Gomersall, Creator 
Hull Food Partnership - Darren Squires, Campaign and Projects Officer 

 



 

Impact Food Group - Bryan Lygate, Chief Operating Officer & Vice Chair, School Food 
People & Caroline Jary, Commercial Director 
Impact on Urban Health - Mark Heffernan, Director of Policy, Influencing and 
Communications 
Impetus - Susannah Hardyman, CEO 
Independent Food Aid Network - Sabine Goodwin, Director 
Institute of School Business Leadership - Bethan Cullen, Deputy CEO 
Juniper Ventures Limited - Michael Hales, Chief Executive Officer 
The Kids Network - Louise Johns-Shepherd, CEO 
Koala NW - Bev Morgan, CEO 
Leiths Education - Maria Dunbar, CEO 
Local Food Links - Caroline Morgan, CEO 
London Early Years Foundation - Dr June O’Sullivan OBE, CEO 
Lunchbox Lab - Holly Richards, Founder 
Magic Breakfast - Dr Lindsey MacDonald, Chief Executive 
Manchester Community Central - Mike Wild, Chief Executive 
The Mighty Creatives - Dr Nick Owen MBE, CEO 
NAHT – the school leaders’ union - Paul Whiteman, General Secretary 
National Education Union - Daniel Kebede, General Secretary 
Nansen Green Catering Consultancy - Dominic Green, Director 
National Children’s Bureau - Phillip Anderson, Executive Director of Strategy and 
External Affairs 
The National Governance Association - Emma Balchin, CEO 
Newcastle University - Ashley Adamson, Professor of Public Health Nutrition & Liz 
Todd OBE, Co-Director of Communities Hub 
No Fuss Meals for Busy Parents CIC – The Countryside Kitchen - Milly Fyfe MBE, 
Founding Director 
North East Child Poverty Commission - Amanda Bailey, Director 
Northumbria University - Professor Greta Defeyter OBE, Dean of Social Mobility 
Policy Engagement 
Obesity Health Alliance - Katharine Jenner, Executive Director 
Oral Health Foundation - Kerry Geldart, Interim Chief Executive 
Pokesdown Community Primary School - Russell Ball, Head Chef Educator 
ProVeg UK (part of ProVeg International) - Sophia Millar, Co-Executive Director 
Quaker Social Action - Judith Moran, Director 
Resolve Poverty - Graham Whitham, CEO 
Reuse Network - Ali Ward, Interim CEO 
Riverside Community Health Project - Louise Horsefield, Chief Executive 
Rosie’s Corner, Hexham and Northumberland - Rosie Gilchrist, founder and manager 
The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health - Dr Mike McKean, Vice President 
for Policy 
The Royal Society for Public Health - William Roberts, Chief Executive 

 



 

Save the Children UK - Dan Paskins, Executive Director – UK Impact 
School Food Matters - Stephanie Slater MBE, Founder/Chief Executive 
The School Food People - Brad Pearce, National Chair 
The School of Artisan Food, home of Best Food Forward - Jenny Paxman, CEO 
School-Home Support - Nick Marsh, CEO 
Shaftesbury Youth Club - Adam Mellor, CEO 
Social Workers Union - Dave Callow, General Secretary 
Soil Association - Helen Browning, CEO 
Square Food Foundation - Charlotte Fife, Head of Food Education 
Stir Food Ltd - Deborah Batchelor, CEO 
Sustain: The alliance for better food and farming - Kath Dalmeny, Chief Executive 
Sustainable Merton - Diana Sterck, CEO 
TastEd - Fran Box, Director 
The UK Committee for UNICEF (UNICEF UK) - Anna Kettley, Chief Influence and 
Impact Officer 
The UK Foodhall - Karen McQuade, founder and current President of The British 
Frozen Food Federation 
Thrive, Teesside - Tracey Herrington, Manager 
Toynbee Hall - Matt Dronfield, Interim CEO 
UNISON - Andrea Egan, General Secretary  
University of Birmingham - Miranda Pallan, Professor of Child and Adolescent Public 
Health 
University of Wolverhampton - Gurpinder Singh Lalli, Professor of Education 
Veg Power - Dan Parker, Chief Executive 
Washingborough Academy - Dr Jason O’Rourke, Headteacher and co-founder of 
TastEd 
WEB Merseyside - Keri Lockhart-Thomson, Deputy CEO 
Wood Street Mission - Des Lynch, CEO 
ZG Nutrition - Zoe Griffiths, Director and Public Health Nutritionist  
 
 
 

 


