


5 year City Bridge Foundation funded programme

DIFFERENCES: 

6300 Londoners increase involvement in their local city farms and community gardens, 
benefitting physical and mental wellbeing, career opportunities, and environmental skills. Staff 
at 300 nature-based organisations boost inclusion and community engagement skills. 
Organisations aremore community-led and better meet neighbourhood need, enhancing their 
charitable aims and benefitting 44,000+ Londoners.

600+ staff, volunteers and trustees of nature-based organisations become more resilient and 
professional, and have fun. They feel part of a bigger picture, working in sync for shared 
outcomes for Londoners, partnering on community engagement, environmental and 
organisational development activities, professional development pathways, and on 
communicating multiplied impact to decision-makers.

As more Londoners connect with nature-based organisations, which in turn connect for joint 
impact, senior leaders will develop their capacity and opportunities to advocate and 
communicate value, engaging new and existing stakeholders and raising visibility of nature-
based activities with the statutory, private and cultural sectors and the wider third sector.



6 X Networking Tours 

4 X Trainings on engaging representative 
local Londoners as participants, staff and 
trustees. Themes: Local History. Asset 
Based Community Development, Visitor 
Journey, Inclusive Spaces, Effective 
Recruitment. Governance. 

4 X Trainings on Partnerships, Funding, 
Professional Development, Conflict 
Resolution.

1 X Gardenisertraining and qualification 
"Everything about community garden 
management except the gardening."

Symposiums and showcase events 

London Harvest Festival each September

Delivery ςPeer to Peer model of paid training and events delivery with 
support from SF&G London staff

Each year:



SufraSt Raphaels Networking Tour ς
August 2024



¶ Winning Support and Convincing Councils

¶ Income Diversification: Beyond the Corporate Volunteer Day

¶ Co-Designing Community Gardens

¶ Databases for People and Plants

¶ Emotional Resilience on the Ground: 
Working with Volunteers

¶ Train the Trainer: 
How to Run a Community Gardening Session for Volunteers

¶ Getting involved in community gardening on your estate

¶ Sharing day: What is our value as a community of interest and how do we 
communicate this to key stakeholders 

¶ Sharing day: Forum to connect and discuss a London Community Gardens 
Showcase Event

Delivery ςexamples from last year



Å Forest Gate Community Garden

Å Core Landscapes 

Å Growing Health Garden

Å Cultivate London 

Å Invisible Palace

Å Hackney Community Tree Nursery

Å Hackney Herbal

Å Calthorpe Community Garden

Networking tours of community gardens



Gardeniser 



Average Score across all 
Training and Networking events 
= 9.3 out of 10 



Green Care Quality Mark
 

Demonstrates to clients, 
funders, and volunteers that 
your site is a safe and caring 
place to be.

Provides a clear set of 
minimum standards designed 
to keep everyone on your site - 
both people and animals - 
safe.

Gives access to resources and 
support from high quality 
green care providers.



The London Association of City Farms and Community Gardens

Social Farms & Gardens London is guided by the 
trustees of this independent charity. All the trustees 
ŀǊŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƻŦ {CϧDΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ 

The London Association is the route by which 
individual farms and gardens in London dovetail 
their work, collaborating rather than competing, to 
demonstrate the multiple benefits of nature based 
community organisations for all Londoners.  

The London Association meets regularly and 
organises events to showcase city farms and 
community gardens. London staff and the London 
Association work closely together. 

www.londonharvestfestival.org.uk

London Association Aims

ÅProvide mutual support to achieve best practices in charity 
management

ÅCelebrate British agricultural heritage

ÅPromote environmental conservation and bio-diversity

ÅRaise awareness of the important social welfare work of our 
members

ÅBuild a community of green space activists 

ÅFundraise for our members

ÅProduce the annual London Harvest Festival

http://www.londonharvestfestival.org.uk/


www.farmgarden.org.uk/your-area/london

amber@FarmGarden.org.uk

Get involved as a trainee or trainer, lead a tour 
or book a Training Needs Assessment

http://www.farmgarden.org.uk/your-area/london
mailto:London@FarmGarden.org.uk


GROWING WELL TOGETHER

More info....



Networking Tours Overview



Networking Tour: 
Core Landscapes

A tour of the 5 growing spaces of this mental health 
charity to socialise and check out the  rainwater 
harvested, solar-powered irrigation systems across. 

Core Landscapes has relocated 4 times across 3 
boroughs in the last 10 ten years, growing a diversity of 
trees, shrubs, perennials and food in containers, fine 
tuning sustainable irrigation techniques, with the ever 
changing climate, along the way.

When: Friday 6th October, 10am
Where: 1 St Barnabas Terrace, London E9 6DJ



Networking Tour: 
Seeds Saving at the Growing Health 
Garden

Project facilitator, Kate Greene led a seed saving session 
at the Growing Health Garden in Dalston. This community 
garden exists to encourage those over 50 and their 
associates, to grow edibles and other plants with others & 
through doing so, a strong sense of connection to the 
environment, each other and better health through the 
gardening activities.

The garden provides a social space for activities in relation 
to growing food and plants, learning healthy eating 
through cooking and preparing food related to plants 
grown.

Where: rear of Queensbridge Sports Centre E8 3JB
When: Monday 16th October 2023, 3pm to 5pm



West London Networking Tour at DIG

Hosted by Cultivate London at their new site, DIG in 
Hanwell. They got the keys in late 2022, started with 
volunteer sessions and brought in corporate groups to 
help tackle the site which was untended for several 
years.

Cultivate London work to improve employment, 
education, health and wellbeing outcomes of 
communities in London by improving the natural 
environment, setting a standard for engaging 
communities in their green spaces and providing greater 
access and understanding of community and 
environmental needs.

Where: 62 Green Lane London W7 2PB
When: Monday 23rd October 2023

άGreat opportunity to meet other local 
community groups & individualsέ
 ς Billie, Sufra NW London. 



South London Networking Tour at 
Invisible Palace

Sitting at the intersection of 4 London Boroughs, the site 
at Vicars Oak and Boundaries Gate has long been a space 
of encounters and connections. Now beautified with 
new flower beds and accessible walkways, and 
reinterpreted through a citizen-led history project, it is 
the starting point for new journeys. The tour was led by 
the key actors who brought this change about.. 

Where: The Vicar's Oak, Crystal Palace Park, SE19 1UA
When: Friday 27th October 2023

άLove to hear the local history, and the 
highlight of people's agency in a 
community-led growing project. The 
introduction is rich and gives a great 
context of the evolution, happiness 
and challenges of the project. έ
 ς Pearle, Vegecoopia 



Networking Tour with a Wild Fungi 
theme at Hackney Community Tree 
Nursery

For many years, Hackney Community Tree Nursery has 
been growing communities of people, plants, animals ... 
and Fungi and is now stewarded by the Tree Musketeers. 
Participants were invited to a tour of their site, taking in 
some of the exciting outgrowths of the rich mycelial 
network and hearing more about how the site is 
sustained, with lots of time o connect across our own 
mycelial network of community growing projects.

Where: Hackney Community Tree Nursery, Homerton 
Rd, E9 5PF
When: Wednesday 1st November 2023

άSo amazing for making links + 
connections. Very good for my study 
purposes. Loved it - the guide was 
fantastic. Nice to meet others doing 
similar things. Beautiful - wanted to 
volunteer. I will be telling anyone I 
know in green spaces across Londonέ
 ς Spitalfields City Farm volunteer



Networking Tour 
Forest Gate Community Garden

Tour of this neighbourhood based community garden to 
find out about how they involve local people and secure 
buy-in from local businesses and the council. 

February 2024



Networking Tour at Hackney Herbal in 
partnership with Capital Growth

Where: Hackney Herbal, Hackney Wick
When: 26th September 2023

A tour of this social enterprise which engages and 
sustains local people through workshops, opportunities 
and expert support. 



Networking Tour of Calthorpe 
Community Garden, Camden

When: 11th October 2023 2023

A guided tour of this longstanding garden in Kings Cross, 
including wildlife garden, veg garden, café and indoor 
space, and how the sports pitch and rooms hire bring in 
income. 



Training and Showcase Events



Winning Support and Convincing 
Councils

A training day for community green spaces looking to:  

Å Extend their reach and build rapport with local 
residents

Å Resolve problem behaviours through peaceful and 
positive communication

Å Develop productive and positive communications 
with the local council

Mar Palaez Munoz from Heston Action Group and 
Andrea Parry from Friends of Dartnell Park shared their 
experience of establishing community green spaces on 
public land, winning support from local residents and 
navigating the multi-departmental and sometimes 
contradictory world of Local Authority officers.

Where: Castlehaven Community Hub, NW1 8RU
When: Wednesday, 10th January 2024

� Î got a more comprehensive and 
clearer view of the council as it relates 
to community garden projects. I also 
feel very inspired to continue with 
gardening in spite of all the 
�R�E�V�W�D�F�O�H�V���µ


