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Food Co-ops toolkit now in print
We now have printed copies of our food co-ops toolkit available. Our toolkit is particularly useful for groups that are planning to set up new food co-ops but also has lots of relevant information for food co-ops that are already running. If you would like a copy please get in touch maresa@sustainweb.org. All the information is also available on-line on our website at www.sustainweb.org/foodcoopstoolkit and this will be updated on a regular basis to provide more information, links, and downloadable resources that are not included in the printed version. 

New regional staff
We have just recruited eight new part-time food co-op advisers to work in every region across England. They will be able to provide more one-to-one support for new and existing food co-ops, as well as organising exchange visits, training sessions or networking events. They can also help to promote your food co-op in the local area and link you up with local producers. To contact you regional adviser please e-mail: foodcoops@sustainweb.org and we will forward your query to your local contact. 

Off to the market event
Would you like to find out more about wholesale markets work, how to get the best service and price from your fresh fruit and veg supplier and how to choose produce that's in season? Come along to our event for food co-ops and community food projects in London and the South East on Tuesday 1st December, 7.30 to 10.30am at New Covent Garden Market, SW8 5NX. Come for the morning to inspect produce on Buyer’s Walk and chat with market traders. Complementary market breakfast to reward you for the early start! To book your place or ask any questions, please contact Maresa Bossano maresa@sustainweb.org or Zeenat Anjari zeenat@sustainweb.org or 07810 482 547. NB if you can't make it for 7.30am please come along later 

New food co-ops
We’ve been very pleased to hear from lots of new food co-ops that have just started up including Food Transit Co-operative in Southampton, Portslade Food Co-op in East Sussex, Hamp Food Co-op in Somerset and Holly Lodge Food Co-op in Highgate, London and also existing food co-ops such as Hungry Snail and Lillington Fresh Food Co-op that have been expanding and setting up new outlets. You can find their details on our food co-ops finder map at www.foodcoops.org. Don’t forget to add your food co-op if it’s not already on there.

Regional Networking Meetings
Partners involved in the Making Local Food Work programme are planning a series of regional meetings to enable workers and organisations that are supporting local food projects and producers to get together to discuss how they may be able to link up and work together more closely. There will be a meeting in the North West in Manchester on 3 December for more information contact zena.king@cooperatives-uk.coop and for the South East in Brighton on 7 December please contact TheaP@cpre.org.uk if you are interested in coming along.
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